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people to visit other provinces to collect their debts. It is no easy
matter for an Indian creditor to secure a permit to visit the Trans-
vaal for the purpose of collecting his book-debts. The tendency
of the administration is to wipe out the resident Indian population
by making its life in South Africa as intolerable as possible. The
administration of the Gold Law and the Townships Act in the
Transvaal and of the trade licensing laws in Natal and the Gape
has been simply scandalous. Mr. Cachalia, therefore, insists that
this method of administering the laws affecting us must be changed.
And none of the reforms Mr, Gachalia desires can possibly be
attained unless the Government and the Europeans of South Africa
adopt a less hostile and more reasonable attitude. If the former
continue to frown upon us and the latter continue to pass resolu-
tions demanding our destruction by a process of compulsory civic
starvation, we must meet them by showing that we are capable of
dying for our honour and an honourable existence in South Africa,
not by fighting them bodily, but by a process of voluntary suffering
which at once purifies and dignifies-,
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Passive resistance, this time, will be comparatively an easy
matter, as it will extend to all the Provinces of the Union,—not
that the sufferings will be less; indeed, they are likely to be greater,
but to court imprisonment will be easier. Hitherto, passive resis-
ters have challenged arrest by crossing the Transvaal border. That
is how the present struggle, too, has been commenced. We may,
on this question of the crossing of the border, at once say that this
method of resistance does not mean that we are asking for a break-
ing of the provincial boundaries. On the contrary, as soon as the
reason for the struggle ceases, those who will have crossed the
borders of different Provinces will return to the Province of their
domicile. Passive resisters are not fighting—dare not fight—for
personal and individual rights.
But the crossing is an expensive business. Those who feel
inclined to take an active part in the campaign can, in a quiet
and dignified manner, court arrest by hawking or trading without
licences, or, if they have their licences, without showing them.
They should, in each case, inform the police or the courts that it
is not their intention thus to break the law but that, until there is
a settlement with the Government, they propose not to assist the

